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FRIGOBLOCK Refrigerates UK’s First Fully Electric Large Goods 

Trucks from NRG Riverside 

FRIGOBLOCK EK25R refrigeration unit enables multi-temperature large goods 

deliveries without serious compromise to the BEV’s range and operational duty time. 

Essen, Germany, Sept. 28, 2021 – FRIGOBLOCK, one of the leading manufacturers of 

transport refrigeration units in Europe and a brand of Thermo King®, today announced it 

collaborated with NRG Riverside, one of the fastest-growing fleet management companies in 

the United Kingdom (UK), to create the first battery-electric (BEV) temperature-controlled 

trucks to operate on UK’s roads.  

Following a successful launch of BEV refuge collection vehicles in London, NRG Riverside 

was determined to provide the same environmental benefits to the frozen and chilled goods 

distribution sector. Together with its strategic partner and manufacturer of electric HGVs, 

Electra Commercial Vehicles, they reached out to FRIGOBLOCK to provide high capacity 

refrigeration unit capable of being fully powered by their vehicle’s batteries. FRIGOBLOCK 

EK25R refrigeration unit fitted with the RE22-2 evaporators ticked all the boxes.  

As a result of the project, NRG Riverside created four temperature-controlled distribution 

vehicles ranging from a 19-tonne rigid vehicle to a 13.6m trailer, all equipped with 

FRIGOBLOCK inverter-driven refrigeration systems. All vehicles are currently supplied to 

operators for trials and enable them to experience the benefits of zero-emission refrigerated 

transport.  

“One of our main priorities is to constantly innovate and apply the latest technologies to provide 

our clients with the most valuable solutions. With this electrification project, we wanted to prove 

that multi-temperature BEV’s are a viable solution to eliminate exhaust gas emissions - 

particularly in urban, multi-drop operations – without compromising the cold chain,” said Sid 

Sadique, chairman of NRG Riverside. “We chose to collaborate with FRIGOBLOCK because, 

with the electric transport technology being new to the UK market, it was important to work 

with established partners, and we knew we can count on their proven products and support.” 

“At FRIGOBLOCK, we are dedicated to providing customers with our expertise and products 

that can help bring the environmental and performance benefits of electrified temperature-

controlled transport to the cities,” said Jon Jerrard-Dinn, key account manager at 

FRIGOBLOCK. “We value our long-time relationship with NRG Riverside and are proud to be 

part of this project, which is going to bring more BEV’s into service in the UK. We have proven 



that FRIGOBLOCK can provide seamless cold chain management, and our technology can 

be easily integrated with battery-electric large goods vehicles.”  

The FRIGOBLOCK EK25R chassis-mounted refrigeration unit delivers high refrigeration 

capacity and is linked with RE22-2 remote evaporators. The unit uses a FRIGOBLOCK inverter 

to efficiently manage the power supply directly from the vehicle’s batteries, without excessive 

reduction to the vehicle’s range or operational duty time.   

“FRIGOBLOCK’s units proved to be the most suitable solution for a large battery-electric 

vehicle. Installation and connectivity with the battery has proven to be straightforward and 

reliable,” said Gordon MacDougall, technical director at Electra Commercial Vehicles. 

“FRIGOBLOCK’s existing product portfolio and proactive approach has allowed us to react 

quickly to our customers’ needs. As more and more operators are going to bring BEVs into 

service, it’s reassuring to know that there are FRIGOBLOCK solutions already developed to 

suit UK operators’ refrigerated body requirements.“ 

For more information on FRIGOBLOCK solutions please visit www.frigoblock.com or contact 

your nearest dealership.
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About Frigoblock GmbH
FRIGOBLOCK GmbH is a brand of Thermo King®.  Thermo King – by Trane Technologies (NYSE: TT), a global 
climate innovator – is a worldwide leader in sustainable transport temperature control solutions. Thermo King has 
been providing transport temperature control solutions for a variety of applications, including trailers, truck bodies, 
buses, air, shipboard containers and railway cars since 1938. For more information, visit www.frigoblock.com or 
www.europe.thermoking.com.  

About NRG Riverside 
NRG Riverside is one of the largest specialist fleet management companies in the UK. We are proud to have 
industry leading systems combined with a highly trained and motivated team of great people, who provide excellent 
levels of service and customer satisfaction to our growing number of valued customers. NRG Riverside can offer 
full peace of mind and support you on your path to sustainability with contract-hire, fleet management, rental, vehicle 
sales, and other fleet management solutions from our nationwide-network of locations and offers 24/7/365 support 
from its self-operated, UK-based call centre. NRG Riverside operates one of the largest and most modern fleets in 
the country, so our customers benefit from the latest technology while having the very best on-the-road presence. 
For more information, visit www.nrgriverside.com.   

About Electra Commercial Vehicles 
Founded by entrepreneur and leading business personality Sid Sadique, Electra Commercial Vehicles makes urban 
delivery a 100% clean and silent operation, with the UK’s first fully electric range of commercial vehicles. Councils 
across the UK are reducing vehicular impact for their citizens and to the environment with Electra.The Electra 
chassis is available for a range of applications, including, refuse, construction, delivery and refrigeration. Find out 
more on www.electracommercialvehicles.com/


